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Ottawa,  14th  September,  1910. 
Dr.  W.  D.  LeSuelr, 

Hon.  Socretary  Royal  Society  of  Canada^ 
Ottawa. 

Dear  Du.  LeSueur, — 

At  the  request  of  Sir  Sandford  Fleming,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  two  resolutions  submitted  by  Dr.  Adami 
and  myself  re.specting  a  proposed  increase  in  the  number  of  Sections 
of  the  Society,  I  now  transmit  the  following  papers  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Council: — 

1.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  yourself  t  •  Sir  Sandford  Fleming  trans- 
mitting a  protest  from  Dr.  T.  Wesley  Mills. 

2.  Copy  of  a  circular  addressed  by  me,  under  instructions,  to  the 
members  of  the  committee,  enclosing  copies  of  both  resolutions,  and  of 
Dr.  T.  Wesley  Mills'  protest. 

3.  Expressions  of  opinion  by  Sir  Sandford  Fleming,  Professor 
Wrong,  Dr.  Adami,  Dr.  Macallum,  Dr.  Shortt  and  Dr.  LeSueur.  These 
gentlemen  with  Dr.  Wilfred  Campbell  and  myself  form  the  committee. 
Dr.  Campbell  has  intimated  that  he  is  in  accord  with  the  movers  of  the 
resolutions.     My  own  opinion  is  contained  in-  the  motion  I  submitted. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Errol  Bouchette. 


Letter  From  Dr.  LeSueur  to  Sir  Sandford  Fleming. 

Ottawa,  30th  May,  1909. 
Dear  Sir  Sandford, — 

As  your  name  stands  first  in  the  motion  appointing  a  committee  to 
consider  the  proposed  increase  in  the  number  of  Sections  of  the  Society, 
and  as  I  was  instructed  by  the  General  Meeting  to  transfer  to  that 
committee  the  letter  from  Prof.  T.  Wesley  Mills  protesting  against  any 
division  of  Section  IV,  I  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  in 
question. 
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The  other  ineml)erH  of  the  committee  ate  Prof.  Shortt,  Mr.  Bou- 
chetto,  Dr.  Macallum,  Ur.  Adami,  Dr.  Wilfreil  Campbell,  Prof.  Wrong, 
Mr.  Lion  (Jdrin  and  myself. 

It  will  be  hard  to  net  the  whole  committee  together,  yet  the  com- 
mittee i^^  bound  to  go  fully  into  the  mutter  liefore  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing and  prc-^int  a  report.  I  think,  if  you  were  to  nnk  him,  Mr.  Houchette 
would  bo  very  willing  to  act  us  Secretary  of  the  Committee  and  conduct 
any  nece».sary  correspondence. 


Believe  me, 


Faithfully  yours, 

"w.  D.  LeSuelr, 

Hon.  Sec.  R.S.C. 


Circular  to  Members  of  Committee. 

Dear  Sir, — 

I  am  requested  by  Sir  Sandford  Fleming,  Convener  of  the  Com- 
mittee composed  of  Professor  Shortt,  Dr.  LeSueur,  Dr.  Macallum,  Dr. 
Adami,  Dr.  Wilfred  Campbell,  Professor  Wrong,  Mr.  L6on  G^rin  and 
myself,  and  appointed  to  report  upon  certain  resolutions,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  add  new  Sections  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada, 
to  enclose  the  following  documents,*  and  to  state  that  as  it  seems 
quite  impossible  at  present  to  get  the  members  of  the  committee  to 
mec  to  consider  the  subject,  the  Convener  considers  it  desirable  to 
obtam  the  opinion  of  individual  members  of  the  committee  by  letters, 
such  opinions  to  form  the  basis  of  a  report  which  will  be  submitted  for 
general  approval. 

During  the  short  debate  that  took  place  upon  these  resolutions 
during  the  ses.sion  of  May  last,  it  was  stated  that,  should  the  Royal 
Society  not  be  disposed  to  entertain  the  idea  of  increasing  the  number 
of  Sections,  the  object  in  view  might  to  some  extent  be  attained  by 
creating  subdivisions  within  the  Sections.  Thus,  Sections  I  and  II  might 
each  have  a  sub-section  of  Social  Science  and  Economics,  to  work  jointly 
and  meet  once  or  twice  in  the  course  of  the  annual  session,  while  Section 
IV  might  subdivide  into  subsections  of  Biological  Science,  and  of  Geology 
and  Palaontology. 

You  would  greatly  oblige  me  by  transmitting  your  opinion  on  all 
these  points. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Errol  Bouchette 

*  Vide  detail  in  letter  to  Honorary  Secretary  (first  paper). 
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Copies  or  the  Resolutions  Submitted  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Adami  and  Mr. 

Ehkol  Bouchette. 

Resolution  by  Mr.  Bouchette. 

"ConHidoring  that  the  population  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada— 
originally  composed  of  two  social  groups,  Ijoth  essentially  Canadian 
though  in  many  other  respects  distinct — is  rapidly  l)ecoming  more 
cosmopolitan  in  character,  owing  to  the  influx  of  emigrants  from  all 
quarters  of  the  globe; 

"Considering  that  the  harmonious  blending  of  these  varied  and 
often  heterogeneous  elements  Ls  a  matter  of  the  gravest  import  to  the 
future  j)eace,  the  intellectual  and  social  development,  and  the  perma- 
nent economic  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  that  the  best,  most  certain 
and  exact  results  in  this  respect  may  be  obtained  by  means  of  the 
methodical  observation,  description  and  classification  of  the  various 
groups  now  settled  upon  our  soil; 

"The  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  with  a  view  of  encouraging  and 
assisting  the  above  studies,  hereby  establi.shes  and  constitutes  a  Fifth 
Section,  to  be  called  'the  Section  of  Social  Science  and  Economics.'  " 

Resdulion  by  Dr.  Adami. 

"  That  at  the  next  annual  meeting  he  would  move  that  the  regula- 
tions regarding  the  division  of  the  Society  into  Sections  be  amended  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  two  Sections  in  place  of  Section 
IV;  one  to  l)e  devoted  to  the  Hiological  Sciences,  the  other  to  Geology 
and  Pala;ontology. " 


■ 


45  Harrington  Crescent, 

Maida  Vale,  London,  Eng., 

May  8th,  1909. 
To  The  Secretauy  of  Section  IV, 
Royal  Society  of  Canada. 


Dear  Sir: — 

I  have  heard  that  an  attempt  is  to  l>e  made  to  induce  the  Section 
to  agree  to  a  subdivision  into  two.  I  am  very  much  opposed  to  this, 
as  I  am  persuaded  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
members.  There  are  other  societies  and  other  opportunities  for  the 
presentation  of  very  much  specialized  papers.  One  of  the  chief  purposes 
of  the  Royal  Society  is  to  enable  members  of  similar  scientific  tastes  to 
become  acquainted  with  each  other.    The  best  acquaintance  one  can  have 
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with  another  man  m  through  the  w<.rkinKs  of  his  min.l.  If  the  Section 
be  «livi.l.-.l  we  HhuU.  to  u  hirge  extent ,  luil  in  this  res|)eft.  Most  of  us  who 
are  l)ioloKists  have  only  one  op|)ortunity  in  the  year  to  nungle  with 
geolojjists.  In  tlie  past  I  have  found  tins  helpful  ami  would  not  like  to 
be  deprived  of  it.  As  this  movement  s^hmus  to  have  oriRinated  with 
some  who  have  attendeil  comparatively  tVw  meetings  1  would  ask  them 
to  be  moderate-iH-rhaps  1  may  say  modest -in  urging  their  views  at 

the  pit'sont  time. 

I  regret  that  through  illness  1  am  unal)le  to  l)C  present  to  discuss 
this  important  question.  The  matter  s«.ems  to  me  to  Ik;  of  such  gravity 
that  the  change  should  be  made  only  if  there  Ik-  some  approach    to 

unanimitv  on  the  subject. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Wesley  Mii.i.s, 

per  M.  13.  M. 


H.vi.ir.\x  CnH, 

June  23rd,  1909. 

DeAU  Mh.  Kl'.Kol.  HolCHETTE, 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  .-eniling  me  Mr.  Wesley  Mills'  answer  to 
the  eiKpiiries  sent  out  respecting  Dr.  Adami's  resolution. 

As  I  am  leaving  for  Kngland  in  a  few  days  and  there  will  lx>  some 
danger  of  these  replies  going  astray,  I  think  it  may  Imj  l)est  for  me  to 
return  this,  the  only  one  I  have  yet  seen,  to  you  and  request  you  to  keep 
all  tliat  you  may  receive,  or  hand  them  to  Dr.  LeSueur  for  next  meeting 

of  the  Council. 

Yours  most  truly, 

S.wuFORD  Fleming. 

PS.— Personally  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  view  taken  by 
Mr.  Weslev  Mills. 


PoixTE  .\u  Pic,  Murray  Bay, 

Quebec,  July  3rd,  1909. 

My  Dear  Bouchette:— 

I  should  favour  subdivision  of  existing  Sections  rather  than  new 
Sections  or  Sections  which  would  increase  the  numbers.  There  are  already 
too  manv  immortals  in  Canada !  Is  even  formal  subdivision  necessary? 
Could  not  the  purpose  be  effected  by  putting  on  the  programme  stich 
subjects  as  it  might  be  desired  to  emphasize,  and,  if  necessary,  enlarging 
the  general  scope  of  the  Section  so  as  to  include  such  subjects?    If 
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Section  II  is  subdivided  each  Section  will  be  ridiculom,  for  the  united 
strength  at  a  meeting  Bomotimea  <Uk!8  not  oxweil  wix  or  wven. 

Yours  Bincerely, 

Georqe  M.  Wrono. 


Dr.  Auami, 

331  I'oel  Street, 

Montreal,  June  25th,  1909. 


ErROL    BotCHETTE,    EsQ., 

Library  of  Parliament, 
Ottawa,  Out. 

My  Dear  Sir:— 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  ISth,  and  its  enclosure. 
Dr.  Mills'  letter  is  rather  characteristic,  and  in  itself,  I  think,  explains 
the  reason  why  certain  Fellows  of  the  Society,  like  Dr.  Macallum  and 
myself,  feel  strongly  the  need  of  the  change  suggested  in  my  proposal. 
Dr.  Mills  states  that  "as  this  movement  seems  to  have  originatetl  with 
some  who  have  attended  comparatively  few  meetings,  I  woultl  ask  them 
to  l)e  moderate,  perhaps  I  may  say  modest,  in  urging  their  views  at  the 
present  time. "  Now  1  feel  convinced  that  the  rea.son  why  we  have 
attended  'comparatively  few  meetings'  is  liecause  Professor  Mills,  in 
particular,  has  not  jwrformed  his  duty  in  the  past  in  forwarding  the 
claims  of  his  biological  colleagues  for  membership  in  Section  IV.  I  may 
point  out  that  I  myself,  Professor  Macallum  and  Professor  McEride, 
(as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  everyone  of  us  was  appointeil  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  Iwfore  being  elected  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  Canada,)  were  obviously  passed  over  for  long  years  by  those 
who  should  have  .striven  to  appoint  to  Section  IV  the  recognized  leaders 
in  biological,  as  distinct  from  geological  science.  A  much  better  spirit 
animated  our  geological  .onfreres,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  most 
of  the  geologists  of  any  standing  in  Canada  are  Fellows  of  our  Royal 
Society.  Indeed,  as  matters  at  present  stan.l.  there  is,  it  seems  to  me, 
an  over-representation  of  geology  in  Section  IV,  while  there  are  several 
first-class  biologists,  physiologists,  zoologists,  and  pathologists,  and  I 
may  add,  scientific  medical  men,  whom  it  would  strengthen  the  Society 
to  add  to  our  raiiks.  If  it  be  a  question  as  to  which  is  of  the  greater 
help  and  service,  to  retain  the  association  lietween  the  geologists  and 
the  other  biologists,  or  on  the  other  hand,  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
between,  and  give  adequate  representation  to,  those  other  branches 
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of  biology  above  mentioned,  I  must  unhesitatingly  opine  that  the 
better  policy  of  the  Society  lies  in  the  latter  direction,  and  that  the 
Society  would  be  strengthened  by  making  a  thoroughly  represer  *- 
tive  Section  V,  as  suggested  in  my  motion. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

J.  George  Adami. 


Dk.  Macallum, 

University  of  Toronto, 

Toronto,  April  7th,  1910. 

MU.    ErROL   BOICHETTE,   F.U.S.C., 
Parliamentary  Library, 
Ottawa,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  March  2Sth,  accompanied 
by  a  statement  and  copies  of  the  resolution,  and  of  a  letter  of  Professor 
Wesley  Mills,  all  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  sub-divLsion  of  Sections 
or  the  creation  of  additional  Sections  in  the  Royal  Society. 

I  hokl  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Section 
devoted  to  the  Biological  Sciences,  Section  1\  to  be  devoted  wholly 
to  Geology  and  Paleontology.  At  present  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
Biologists  a  the  Dominion  who  ought  to  be  Fellows  of  the  Society  and 
yet,  although  there  are  supposed  to  be  three  or  four  Fellows  elected 
annually  to  Section  IV,  there  is  a  competition  for  those  vacant  places 
amongst,  not  only  Pioiogists  but  Geologists  and  Palirontologists.  The 
result  is  that  there  is  a  congestion  of  candidates,  and  in  consequence 
Section  IV  does  not  adc(iuately  represent  the  Biological  Sciences  as  they 
are  in  Canada.  The  formation  of  a  new  Section  devoted  to  this  depart- 
ment cannot,  I  think,  long  be  postponed,  and  the  solution  should  be 
attempted  now  in   order  to   avoid  difficulties  which  will  inevitably 

develop. 

.\s  regarils  Social  Science  and  Economics,  the  conditions  are  of  a 
similar  character  although  upon  this  point  I  cannot  speak  with  the  same 
certainty.  There  are,  indeed,  quite  a  number  of  Economists  of  a  repre- 
sentative character  outside  the  Society,  and  the  latter  consequently 
loses  by  their  absence  from  its  roll  of  memtei-ship. 

The  claim  that  Biology  and  Geology  should  be  grouped  together  in 
one  Section  for  the  reason  advanced  by  Professor  Wesley  Mills  might 
with  equal  force  be  applied  al.so  to  unite  Sections  IV  and  III,  because 
the  Biological  Sciences  are  as  closely  associated  with  Chemistry  and 
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Physics  as  they  are  with  Geology  and  Palicontology.  Further,  the 
grouping  which  at  present  obtains  of  the  members  does  not  promote 
that  fellowship  and  intellectual  camaraderie  on  which  Professor  Mills 
lays  so  much  stress,  nor  was  that  the  reason  for  the  grouping  which  at 
present  obtains.  The  Royal  Society  is  not  a  social  club.  It  is  merely 
and  only  an  organization  to  promote  the  development  of  literature  and 
science  in  the  Dominion,  and  into  the  question  of  the  creation  of  new 
Sections  no  other  consideration  should  be  allowed  to  enter. 

The  proposition  to  make  sub-sections  of  I  and  II  and  of  IV  does  not 
meet  the  situation  for  which  a  remedy  is  to  be  found.  The  membership 
of  Section  IV  with  its  two  sub-divisions  according  to  the  proposition 
would  be  just  as  it  is  now.  There  would  also  be  a  congestion  of  candi- 
dates for  membership  in  one  sub-section  and  this  would  make  the 
situation  more  unsatisfactory  than  it  is  now. 

I  am,  therefore,  strongly  in  favour  of  the  creation  of  the  new 
Sections,  one  for  Social  Science  and  Economics  and  the  other  for  the 
Biological  Sciences  quite  distinct  and  separate  from  that  for  Geology 
and  Paleontology.  If  these  Sections  cannot  be  established,  I  am  averse 
to  the  sub-division  of  Section  IV,  for  such  a  proposal,  if  carried  out, 
would  not  only  remedy  nothing,  but  make  matters  worse. 


I  am. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  B.  Macallum. 


Dr.  Shortt. 


Ottawa,  June  29th,  1909. 
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Errol  Bouchette,  Esq., 

Library  of  Parliament, 
Ottawa. 


De.\r  Sir: — 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  June  19th,  with  the  enclosures.  I 
have  carefully  considered  the  resolution  submitted  by  yourself  and 
Dr.  Adami  to  the  Royal  Society,  as  also  the  letter  of  Dr.  Wesley  Mills. 
While  I  have  every  sympathy  with  the  point  of  view  and  purpose  of 
Dr.  Mills'  letter,  yet  I  think  the  object  which  he  has  in  view  might  be 
better  served  by  other  means  than  by  confining  to  one  section  all  the 
work  of  the  biologists  and  geologists  in  the  Royal  Society.  Considering 
also  the  large  number  of  vital  interests  included  under  social  science 
and  economics,  it  seems  to  be  highly  desirable  that  either  a  separate 
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section  should  be  eatabliahed  to  cover  this  ground,  or  that  for  this  pur- 
pose a  sub-section  should  be  added  to  each  of  the  Sections  I  and  II,  and 
the  number  of  members  in  each  Section  increased.  There  is  much  to  be 
said  in  favor  of  having  a  separate  Section  for  these  subjects  without 
distinction  of  language  or  nationality ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  social  and 
economic  subjects  benefit  greatly  if  treated  in  connection  with  History. 
Either  proposal,  however,  is  better  than  the  present  system  and  would 

meet  with  my  approval. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Adam  Shortt. 


Dr.  LeSueur. 

Memorandum  with  reference  to  the  proposition  to  create  two  new 
Sections  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  one  for  Social  Science  and 
Economics  and  one  for  the  Biological  Sciences  apart  from  Geology  with 
which  they  are  now  grouped. 

As  regards  the  propo.sed  new  Section  for  Social  Science  and  Econom- 
ics, I  incline  to  the  opinion  that,  if  Sections  I  and  II  were  favorably 
disposed  towards  the  consideration  and  promotion  by  their  own  efforts 
and  within  their  own  boundaries,  so  to  speak,  of  these  important 
branches  of  study,  there  would  be  no  necessity,  for  some  years  to  come, 
to  create  a  special  Section  for  the  purpose  indicated.  Section  I  has  the 
power,  of  which  it  has  not  yet  availed  itself,  of  increasing  its  number  to 
40;  its  present  number  is  only  27.  Section  II  has  decided  in  favour  of 
adopting  the  higher  limit;  but  even  with  the  additions  to  be  made  to  its 
number  this  year  it  will  still  have  little  over  30  members.  It  would 
therefore  be  possible  for  both  Sections,  if  they  were  so  disposed,  to  elect, 
at  the  rate  of  four  a  year,  for  the  next  year  or  two,  representatives  of 
the  special  sciences  referred  to;  and  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  better, 
on  the  whole,  to  have  economic  papers  read  in  a  Section  devoted  to 
literary,  historic  and  economic  studies,  than  to  have  them  read  in  a 
purely  economic  Section.  Although  economics  call  for  a  certain  amount 
of  specialization,  the  approach  to  them  does  not  demand  so  elaborate  a 
technical  preparation  as  the  approach  to  mathematics  or  chemistry  for 
example;  and  there  is  some  advantage,  even  to  the  economist,  in  making 
his  appeal  to  persons  of  adequate  intelligence  and  education  who  are  not 
specialists  in  his  own  line  of  study.  Section  II  already  possesses  a 
number  of  members  who  are  interested  in  social  and  economic  questions, 
and  a  slight  addition  to  their  number  would  afford  a  very  fair  represen- 
tation to  this  branch  of  investigation. 
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In  Section  I  it  is  well  known  that  several  economic  studies  of  great 
value  have  already  been  presented;  and  it  rests  entirely  with  the 
Section  to  say  to  what  extent  it  will  encourage  and  promote  such  studies 
in  the  future. 

Should  it  appear  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  giving  due  prominence 
to  social  and  economic  studies  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
Society,  then  I  should  be  favorable  to  the  creation  of  a  special  Section 
for  the  purpose. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  new  Section  for  Biology,  there  is  much,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  said  in  its  favor.  The  activity  in  biological  studies  is 
to-day  very  great;  the  workers  are  very  numerous;  and  amongst  them 
are  many  men  of  high  mark  whose  accession  to  the  Society  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  it.  From  a  practical  point  of  view,  the  creation  of 
the  new  Section  would,  I  believe,  be  a  beneficial  measure. 


W.  D.  LeSueub. 


Ottawa,  16th  April,  1910. 


Ottawa,  le  10  Janvier,  1911. 


MoNsiEUH  Errol  Bouchette, 

Secretaire  du  comity  de  la  S.R.C.,  charge  de  faire  rapport  sur  le 
projet  de  creation  d'une  section  de  science  sociale. 

Mox  Cher  BoucHETfE, — 

Les  raisons  qui  militent  en  faveur  de  la  creation  d'une  section 
distincte  de  science  sociale  en  annexe  h  la  Soci6t6  Royale  du  Canada 
sont  nombreuses;  faute  d'espace  et  de  temps,  je  me  bornerai  h  signaler 
les  principales. 

Notre  soci^te  comprend  quatre  sections:  deux  sections  de  litt^rature 
et  d'histoire  (I'une  frangaise,  I'autre  anglaise)  une  section  de  sciences 
mathematiques  et  physiques,  et  une  section  de  sciences  g^ologiques. 
EUe  recrute  son  personnel  dans  toutes  les  provinces  et  au  sein  de  la 
plupart  des  groupes  ethniques  du  Dominion;  elle  a  un  certain  caractere 
officiel,  puisque,  tout  en  jouissant  d'une  large  autonomie  dans  son  ad- 
ministration interne  et  tout  en  imposant  k  ses  membres  une  contribution, 
elle  retire  une  g^nereuse  subvention  du  gouvernement  federal,  est  r^gie 
par  une  constitution  ^manant  des  pouvoirs  publics,  cnfin  originairement 
procede  de  initiative  d'un  de  nos  gouverneurs  les  plus  distingu^s  par 
son  alliance  avec  la  famille  royale. 
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Dans  ces  conditions,  il  semble  bien  que  son  rcMe  ne  doive  pas  se 
homer  ii  favoriser  d'une  inani^re  ponorale  le  progrcs  dcs  sciences  et  des 
lettres  au  pays,  niais  (lu'ello  ait  encore  pour  mission  dc  mettre  en  honneur 
et  de  patronner  particulicronient  ces  formes  de  la  pens^e,  ces  genres 
d'c'tude  qui  ont  un  interot  tout  national,  qui  ont  pour  objet  les  ph6- 
nomones  sociaux,  et  notaniment  la  connaissance  des  conditions  et  des 
caractdres  ile  I'organisation  sociale  sur  tons  les  points  du  territoire. 

Cost  une  constatation  dcs  plus  banalcs  que  celle  de  I'accroissement 
rapide  du  chiffre  de  not  re  population  et  du  developpement  cgaloment 
rapide  de  la  richesse  au  Ciuiada,  et  plus  particulicrement  <lans  les  pro- 
vinces de  rOuest. 

Toutes  les  parties  du  corps  social  doivent  tendre,  et  de  fait  tendent, 
h  s'adapter  h  ce  changement  radical  de  regime;  non  seulement  les  par- 
ticulicrs,  mais  les  maisons  d'cducation,  les  cglises,  les  associations  de 
de  toute  nature,  les  pouvoirs  publics  h  tous  les  degrt^s  de  la  hiorarchie, 
prcnnent  chacun  h,  sa  mani^re  et  dans  sa  spht^re,  les  moyens  piopres  h 
permettre  de  faire  face  h  cet  afflux  de  population  etrangere,  h  cet  enva- 
hissement  d'idees  nouvelles,  i\  cet  avonement  tl'influences  et  de  con- 
ditions inusitoes.  Dcs  lors,  ne  serait-il  pas  de  la  derniore  impr^voyance 
de  la  part  de  ceux  qui  sont  census  repr^senter  I'clite  intellectuelle  du 
pays,  de  restcr  spectateurs  indiffcrents  de  cette  transformation  pro- 
fonde,  de  refuser  de  faire  leur  quote-part  en  vue  de  preparer  les  voies  k 
ce  nouvel  etat  de  choses? 

Or  la  Socii'te  Royale  est,  si  je  ne  me  trompe,  la  seule  institution  au 
pays  qui  ait  quality  pour  examiner  ces  questions  en  dehors  de  toute 
preoccupation  d'interct  personnel,  de  tout  esprit  de  clocher,  ou  de  parti 
politique,  et  a  un  point  de  vue  purement  canadien.  Mais  il  se  pr6sente 
ici  cette  difficultc:  notre  Soci^t^  n'est  pas  h  I'heure  actuelle  organis^e 
de  maniere  k  pouvoir  utilement  s'appliquer  aux  recherches  de  cette 
nature. 

Dans  toutes  les  sections,  il  se  rencontre  des  membres  (professeurs, 
^ducateurs,  ou  autres)  qui,  en  raison  d'etudes  sp^ciales  ou  de  leur  ex- 
perience de  la  vie,  seraient  aptes  k  61ucider  ces  questions,  ou,  du  moins, 
certains  de  leurs  aspects.  Mais  aucune  section  n'est  particuli^rement 
chargee  de  s'on  occuper;  aucune  ne  saurait  s'en  occuper  si  ce  n'est 
d'une  maniere  .secondaire  et  accessoire.  De  la  meme  maniere,  il  se 
tiouve  au  Canada  nombre  de  personnes  vers6es  dans  les  etudes  ^cono- 
miques,  sociales,  politiques  ou  d'^ducation;  mais  on  ne  saurait  compter 
qu'elles  seiont  jamais  appelces  k  faire  partie  de  la  Soci^te,  k  moins  de  se 
faire,  en  outre,  une  reputation  dans  la  litt^rature,  I'histoire  ou  les 
sciences  positives. 

Nous  aurions  done  int^r^t,  k  mon  avis,  k  cr^er  le  plus  t6t  possible 
une  .section  de  science  sociale,  et  voici  comment,  k  ce  que  je  pense,  nous 
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devrions  nous  y  prendre.  On  commencerait  par  s'assurer  du  nombre 
des  membres  dans  les  diverses  sections  actuelles  qui  seraient  d<58ireux 
de  s'adjoindre  k  la  nouvelle  section  de  science  sociale.  On  en  formerait 
un  comit6  qui  serait  charg6  de  I'organisation  de  cette  section  nouvelle, 
sans  cesser  pour  cela  de  faire  partie  de  I'ancienne.  Si  ce  nombre  n'at- 
teignait  pas  le  chiffre  fix^  par  le  r^glement  pour  une  section  ordinaire, 
le  comity-section  ainsi  constitud  recruterait  au  dehors,  en  conformity  du 
reglement  g6n^ral,  le  nombre  compldmentaire.  Dans  I'^tat  actuel  des 
choses,  il  ne  saurait  y  avoir  d'inconv6nient  k  ce  qu'un  membre  fasse 
simii'  -ndment  partie  de  deux  sections,  pourvu  qu'il  soit  h.  m6me  de 
r^ponMr'  aux  exigences  du  r6glement  dans  le  cas  de  chacune  d'elles. 

Li  ae  telle  section  aurait  son  originality  en  ce  qu'elle  serait  peut-6tre 
mieux  en  mesure  que  les  autres  de  recruter  son  personnel  moins  exclu- 
sivement  au  point  de  vue  des  aptitudes  litt^raires  ou  scientifiques,  et 
davantage  en  tenant  compte  d'^tats  de  service  d'int^r^t  surtout  pratique 
pour  le  pays. 

Eile  serait  en  mfime  temps  un  centre  de  ralliement,  comme  une 
sorte  de  chambre  de  liquidation,  pour  les  porte-parole  de  tous  les  groupes, 
pour  les  membres  de  toutes  les  sections. 

La  Soci6t6  Royale  deviendrait  ainsi  un  agent  actif  de  diffusion  de 
connaissances  pr^cieuses,  de  lumi^res  propres  k  guider  la  pratique,  k 
pr^venir  les  erreurs,  h  assurer  le  maintien  de  la  bonne  entente  et  de  la 
prosp^iit6  au  sein  de  la  nation.  EUe  verrait  alors  son  influence  grandir, 
et  surtout  elle  serait  mieux  en  mesure  de  rendre  au  Canada  les  services 
qu'il  est  en  droit  d'attendre  d'elle. 

Veuillez  croire  que  j'approuve  de  tout  cceur  et  que  je  seconderai  de 
toutes  mes  forces  les  d-marches  faites  ou  h  faire  en  vue  d'obtenir  I'^ta- 
blissement  d'une  telle  section. 

LtON   GtRIN. 


